
Dear Friend of the Monastery, 

 

Even in its present unfinished state, our chapel is a beautiful 

structure, one truly fit to become the "sacred space" in which the 

prayers of many--nuns, pilgrims and visitors to the monastery--will 

be offered. The estimate for all the remaining work is $ 230,000--

certainly a large amount, but not an impossible one. 

The reason this amount is not impossible is that Orthodox 

Christians are coming to appreciate the presence of their 

monasteries and are showing zeal and willingness to be of help. 

Recently, a generous benefactor from among the "Friends of St. 

Barbara Monastery" offered $ 50,000 in matching funds to seed 

this present fundraising campaign to complete our chapel. We are 

writing to ask you--even if you have contributed before--to 

consider making a donation toward this purpose, particularly now 

when it will be doubled. (As always, because the monastery is a 501(c)3 non-profit corporation, your donation is tax 

exempt.) 

 

What else can we tell you? St. Barbara Monastery is the only monastery for women in Southern California and is 

twenty-three years old. How much has happened over the years since it started out in a small rented cottage in Santa 

Barbara! How many prayers have been offered! How many women have come and consecrated themselves to Christ 

in the monastic life! How many others have come to visit and found sustenance for their spiritual lives, sometimes 

even turning their lives around from one destructive path or another!  

For all this we give thanks to God and try to prepare ourselves and our monastery to accomplish the same work ever 

more effectively. A proper chapel is key because, very simply, the chapel is the heart of the monastery. 

 

We ask you to join us in this holy work by making an online donation here. And we ask the Lord to bless with the 

riches of His mercy all who will now help us to complete the building of our chapel. You will be listed as Founders and 

Benefactors and as such will be commemorated at all the Divine Liturgies that will be celebrated within its walls. 

If you would like to donate in honor or in memory of someone, please send us a message at sbmonastery@gmail.com. 

We look forward to the day when we will be able to invite you to the consecration of this new chapel!              

         

                   

           With love in Christ, 

 

 

            Abbess Victoria 

            and the sisters      

http://www.stbarbaramonastery.org/buildingproject

